
MASTER OF ARTS
IN SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS/

ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS

DAS Academy is a collaborative partner of the University of South Wales.



Accredited and jointly delivered by the University 
of South Wales, UK, the Master of Arts in Special 
Educational Needs/Additional Learning Needs (MA 
SEN/ALN) is designed to provide for the continuous 
academic and personal development of professionals 
who are drawn from a range of education related 
backgrounds. It is of value to teachers, allied educators, 
parents and caregivers who work with children with a 
range of special educational needs (SEN). 

Having its foundation in the established SEN 
framework from the University of South Wales, the 
programme is enhanced by local perspectives and 
practices to ensure its relevance for the Singapore 
context, resulting in a hybrid of evidence-based SEN 
knowledge and practices from the East and the West.                                                       

The programme enables professional development 
in the area of SEN and encourages the effective 
synthesis of theoretical and practical knowledge. The 
intellectually rigorous context allows practitioners to 
develop their skills of communication, critical thinking 
and research in the field of SEN at the Master’s level.   

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH WALES

The University of South Wales is one of Britain’s most 
exciting universities and a major player in higher 
education.    

The University’s partnership with the DAS Academy 
means that you will have the status of an international 
student in the comfort of your home country.   

DAS Academy is a collaborative partner of the 
University of South Wales. For further information 
about the University, visit www.southwales.ac.uk

TEACHING AND DELIVERY

Each of the taught modules will be delivered in block 
format (5 full days) during the MOE school holidays, 
via in-class lectures. Each taught module comprises of 
at least 30 lecture hours. The lectures will be delivered 
by lecturers from DAS Academy with guest lecturers 
from the University of South Wales (UK) and local 
expert practitioners.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

The MA SEN/ALN is a 180-credit programme which 
allows students to choose their study pathway. 
Students can take either of these pathways: 
 
1. Study four taught modules (30 credits each) followed 
by a dissertation module (60 credits)
 
2. Study five taught modules (30 credits each) followed 
by a dissertation module (30 credits)

ASSESSMENT

Typical final module assignments include essays, 
critiques, written proposals and oral presentations.

DURATION OF STUDY

The MA SEN/ALN programme should be completed 
in 36 months.

DISTINGUISH YOURSELF IN THE FIELD 
OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

POSTGRADUATE
CERTIFICATE

upon successful
completion of 60 credits
i.e. any 2 taught modules

(except the Research 
Methodology Module)

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL 

NEEDS/ADDITIONAL 
LEARNING NEEDS

upon successful 
completion of 180 credits 
i.e. 4 or 5 taught modules 
and a dissertation module

POSTGRADUATE
DIPLOMA

upon successful 
completion of 120 credits 
i.e. any 4 taught modules

Exit awards are available for 
students who complete less 
than 180 credits. Please refer 
to the illustration.



ED4U032 (30 credits)
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS /
ADDITIONAL LEARNING NEEDS: CONTEXTS 
AND CONCEPTS
This module covers the most common learning 
difficulties and disabilities encountered in a mainstream 
educational setting. An appreciation of the difficulties is 
the first step towards making a positive contribution to 
inclusive education. The module discusses the changing 
perceptions of SEN and the practice of inclusive 
education in the context of the local landscape, with 
reference to international practices.

ED4U027 (30 credits)
DYSLEXIA: THEORY AND ASSESSMENT
The module addresses the aetiologies, manifestations 
and implications of dyslexia and co-occuring specific 
learning difficulties (SpLD), including their complexity 
and diversity. It focuses on the identification and 
assessment of students with SpLD and the use of this 
assessment data to design relevant programmes of 
intervention. Besides focusing on specific difficulties 
in literacy and numeracy, it will also cover the 
wider spectrum of potentially associated conditions 
e.g. Dyspraxia, ADHD and Asperger’s Syndrome, 
demonstrating clearly the inter-relatedness of many 
aspects of SEN covered in the MA SEN/ALN programme.

ED4U019 (30 credits)
MANAGING AND SUPPORTING CHILD 
AND ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL EMOTIONAL BEHAVIORAL 
DIFFICULTIES
This module focuses on individuals and groups of 
children and young people with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD); child and adolescent 
mental health (CAMH) difficulties and/or social, 
emotional and behavioural difficulties (SEBD). The 
module discusses the different approaches used to 
manage these difficulties with a particular focus on the 
relevance to our local context.

ED4U034 (30 credits)
WORKING WITH DYSLEXIA: LINKING 
THEORY, ASSESSMENT AND PRACTICE
This module enables students to develop a 
specialist evidence-based intervention programme 
at the individual level, based on a dyslexic learner’s 
assessment data. This module introduces students to a 
range of skills, knowledge and tools, including ICT, to 
facilitate supporting, advising and assisting colleagues 
to formulate and enact appropriate responses to the 
needs of learners with dyslexia.

This module includes a 20-hour teaching practicum 
spread out over a 6-month period. Students are required 
to teach a learner who is at risk of literacy difficulties in 
this 20-hour teaching practicum. The learner will have 
to be sourced from students’ own contacts.

ED4U009 (30 credits)
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This module provides an introduction to research 
methods in preparation for the MA SEN/ALN 
dissertation. It will familiarise students with the basic 
processes of conducting research, including general 
methodological approaches as well as research ethics. 
Assessment will consist of a critique of a research 
article and an outline plan for a research project, which 
may form the basis for the dissertation.

ED4U008 (30 credits)
DISSERTATION
In this 7,500-word dissertation, students are required 
to bring together what they have learnt and what has 
inspired the from the previous modules and produce a 
substantial piece of individual work that shows critical 
thinking and good research skills. It is important from 
the beginning of the MA SEN/ALN programme to think 
about possible projects for the Dissertation.

ED4T002 (60 credits)
DISSERTATION
In this 15,000-word dissertation, students are required 
to bring together what they have learnt and what has 
inspired them from the previous modules and produce 
a substantial piece of individual work that shows critical 
thinking and good research skills. It is important from 
the beginning of the MA SEN/ALN programme to think 
about possible projects for the Dissertation. 

MODULE OUTLINE



DAS Academy is conveniently 
located at Rex House, along 
Bukit Timah Road and within 
close proximity to Little India 
MRT Station and Tekka Food 
Market.

Public Transport: 
Little India Station (NE7/DT12)
Exit via Exit A and follow the 
sheltered walkway straight 
until you see Rex House.

Parking: 
Public carparks are available 
within walking distance. Rex 
House’s private carpark is not 
open to the public.

APPLICATION & FEES

To apply for the programme, please submit an electronic 
application on our website. An application fee will be 
collected with your submission.

You will be informed of the outcome of your application 
within two weeks from the application deadline by 
email. Please ensure that you have keyed in a valid email 
address during application.

ENTRY REQUIREMENT

• A good Bachelor’s degree in any field from a 
recognised university

• A minimum of C6 pass in English as First Language 
at ‘O’ Level ; OR 

• Able to demonstrate a level of at least IELTS 6.5 or 
equilvalent (minimum score of 5.5 in each band). 
IELTS test should be taken in the last two years.

• Minimum age: 21 years old

If you do not possess a Bachelor’s degree, but have 
achieved relevant working experience in the field, you 
may apply through the alternative entry process. 
Alternative Entry Route

• 30 years of age with 8 years of relevant working 
experience

• Obtained a minimum of C6 pass in English as First 
Language at GCE ‘O’ Levels OR

• Able to demonstrate a level of at least IELTS 6.5 or 
equivalent (minimum score of 5.5 in each band)
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DAS Academy Ltd
CPE Registration No.: 201003689Z

Validity: 30 December 2017 - 29 December 2021

CONTACT US

6336 2555

info@dasacademy.edu.sg

www.dasacademy.edu.sg

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 Rex House Singapore 229832

/dasacademy

@dasacademy

Sign Up Now
www.dasacademy.edu.sg 


