
SPECIALIST DIPLOMA
IN LEARNING SUPPORT FOR

SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFERENCES

For those who aspire to practice in the SEN field and 
for practitioners to hone their craft.



Overview
Discover an exciting learning journey with the DAS 
Academy and join us in our mission to make a difference in 
the lives of people with specific learning differences.

This Specialist Diploma is designed by the DAS Academy 
and is registered with the Committee for Private Education. 
It is also recognised by the Register of Educational 
Therapist (ASIA).

The Specialist Diploma is a full-time/part-time programme 
and can be completed in a minimum of 12 months and a 

Learning Outcomes

DYSLEXIA AND LITERACY TEACHING
This module aims to introduce students to dyslexia 
and language acquisition deficiencies. Content includes 
understanding the structure of the English language, 
phonics knowledge and application, oral support and 
reading fluency, conceptual teaching and planning, and 
lesson planning and delivery. (42 hours)

Two Compulsory Modules

Elective A Modules (Choose 3)

Elective B Modules (Choose 1)
SUPPORTING SPLD LEARNERS IN ADVANCED ENGLISH LITERACY SKILLS
This module equips students with understanding and strategies in supporting SpLD learners with higher order skills 
beyond the phonics elements and these skills include: morphology, reading comprehension, grammar, writing, self-esteem, 
vocabulary, study skills and other additional teaching resources. (21 hours)

SUPPORTING SPLD LEARNERS IN ADVANCED CHINESE LITERACY SKILLS
This module provides students with the knowledge and skills to move learners beyond basic literacy skills, deepen 
participants’ understanding of the types of difficulties SpLD learners face in advanced literacy in Chinese. Students will 
also be exposed to designing and incorporating activities in lessons that cater to the learners’ needs. This module will be 
conducted mainly in Chinese. (21 hours)

SUPPORTING AT-RISK PRESCHOOLERS IN LITERACY
This module covers both the theoretical and practical aspects of teaching preschool learners who are at risk for literacy 
difficulties. Students will become aware of SpLDs such as dyslexia and how co-occurring issues such as dyspraxia, 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), and speech and language impairment (SLI) can affect the learning of 
literacy skills in preschoolers. Students will be introduced to practitioner-friendly assessment tools and trained in practical 
classroom and intervention strategies to help at-risk preschool learners. (21 Hours)

SUPPORTING SPLD LEARNERS IN HIGHER ORDER MATHEMATICAL SKILLS
This module covers the cognitive skills required to understand the different types of mathematical concepts, for example, 
the four basic operations, area and perimeter, angles and higher-level word problems. Students will be provided with 
practical strategies on how to support SpLD learners beyond basic Mathematical skills. (21 Hours)

Practicum Module
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFERENCES IN PRACTICE
Promoting independent study, this module will guide students in embarking on a teaching practicum that consists of 
delivering 10 hours of intervention to support a struggling learner. Reflective practice and setting learning outcomes using 
SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, Time-bound) targets are key features of this module.

TEACHING MORPHOLOGY TO SPLD LEARNERS
This module will help students enrich their knowledge and practical skills in teaching morphology to SpLD learners. Areas 
covered include developing morphological awareness as part of teaching morphology, the history of the English Language, 
the meaning and function of common affixes (prefixes and suffixes), and Greek and Latin roots, the teaching procedures for 
introducing and reviewing affixes and roots as well as how morphology teaching can be integrated with other aspects of 
literacy instruction. (15 hours)

DYSLEXIA AND CHINESE LANGUAGE SUPPORT
This module exposes students to the current research on dyslexia and Chinese language, as well as pedagogical 
approaches to support children with language learning difficulties. Students will also be introduced to strategies that can 
actively engage children in building literacy skills such as orthographic and morphological awareness, stroke formation 
and patterns, oracy skills, comprehension and writing. This module will be conducted in Chinese, with some use of English 
to explain certain concepts. (15 hours)

IEP PLANNING FOR SPLD LEARNERS
This module focuses on enriching students’ knowledge and practice of preparing Individual Education Plans (IEP) for one-
to-one intervention with learners of specific learning differences, based on the Assessment, Planning, Implementation and 
Evaluation (APIE) model. Taking a problem-based approach, students will be introduced to practical strategies and tools at 
each stage of the IEP planning process. (15 hours)

SUPPORTING SPLD LEARNERS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXAM SKILLS
This module is designed for students who are or will be supporting Primary school learners with specific learning 
difficulties (SpLD) in their English Examinations. The module will examine the various components of the English 
Language Paper Two, unpack the intricacies of the components by simplifying them into simple and manageable steps, and 
eventually, impart strategies to tackle the examination requirements. (15 hours)

SUPPORTING SPLD LEARNERS IN FEHE
This module aims at empowering students who are educators in further education and higher education (FEHE), mainly 
post-secondary institutions, vocational institutions and universities, with practical knowledge and skills to support pupils 
with specific learning difficulties (SpLD). The module commences with an overview of dyslexia and the commonly co-
occuring difficulties, introduces a range of screening instruments that can provide insight into the pupil’s struggles, delves 
into a range of strategies used in tutorial support and culminates in a shared discussiof principles of inclusive classroom 
teaching and suggests recommendations of reasonable adjustments and provisions in FEHE context. (15 hours)

The course aims to provide an understanding of the theoretical 
background to dyslexia as well as other Specific Learning 
Differences (SpLD) and allow students to effectively employ an 
appropriate teaching approach to support a learner with SpLD, 
from preschool to post-secondary school, according to his/her 
learning needs.

maximum of 36 months. For the award of the Specialist 
Diploma in Learning Support for SpLD, students have 
to successfully complete seven modules, including 
assessments. Students are expected to complete two 
compulsory modules and allowed to select the other 
fourelective modules based on their preferences. After 
which, students will undertake a teaching practicum 
supported by a supervisor.

Students are allowed to apply for intermission of studies, 
should the need arises and can continue completing the 
diploma within the maximum period of candidature.

UNDERSTANDING DYSLEXIA (E-LEARNING)
This module introduces participants to a broad overview of 
Dyslexia, a specific learning difficulty. It serves as a useful 
foundation to understand more about this specific learning 
difficulty and the support of dyslexic students. It provides a 
stepping stone for participants to build on their theoretical 
knowledge of dyslexia before acquiring the necessary 
practical skills. (4 hours)

 “It allows me to better understand their 
learning difficulties and administer the 

appropriate remediation.” 
~ Dominic Lee (2016 Cohort)

 “Useful and relevant course content, delivered 

in a effective professional manner . The practical 

application of knowledge learnt is also beneficial.”

~ Catherine Waters (2015 Cohort)

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY
This module focuses on how humans learn in educational 
settings and the psychology of teaching. Specific 
theories taught include Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development, Albert Bandura’s social cognitive theory, and 
constructivism. (15 hours)

UNDERSTANDING SPEECH, LANGUAGE AND 
COMMUNICATION NEEDS
This module aims to provide participants with an overview 
of Speech, Language and Communication Disorders 
and explore classroom management and teaching 
strategies that support learners with speech, language 
and communication needs (SLCN). Areas covered include 
assessment, intervention, case studies and individual 
targets, and strategies for lesson planning. (15 hours)

• Understand the current theories around the nature and 
causes of SpLD
• Evaluate and rationalise planning, teaching, and learning 
based on practical teaching experiences which is tailored 
to the needs of learners
• Use reflective practice to appraise strengths and 
weaknesses of personal teaching and learning

SUPPORTING SPLD LEARNERS IN MATHEMATICS

This module aims to enable students to understand and 
support learners who have difficulties in learning mathematics. 
Content includes understanding dyscalculia, learning 
differences relating to mathematics, identifying and assessing 
individual needs, and techniques to support learners. (15 hours)

SUPPORTING SPLD LEARNERS IN
EXECUTIVE FUNCTION SKILLS
This module aims to focus on the information that is most 
needed to support a child in a mainstream context. It 
allows practitioners and parents to appreciate the executive 
functioning processes that are behind the successful execution 
of academic tasks, delves into the implications of executive 
functioning difficulties on academic learning in school, and 
imparts practical, down-to-earth strategies that can lead to 
improved daily performance. (15 hours)



DAS Academy is conveniently 
located at Rex House, along 
Bukit Timah Road and within 
close proximity to Little India 
MRT Station and Tekka Food 
Market.

Public Transport: 
Little India Station (NE7/DT12)
Exit via at Exit A and follow 
the sheltered walkway straight 
until you see Rex House.

Parking: 
Public carparks are available 
within walking distance. Rex 
House’s private carpark is not 
open to the public.

GETTING HERE

DAS Academy Ltd
CPE Registration No.201003689Z 

Validity: 30 December 2021 - 29 December 2025

To register or know more information about  
our programmes, please visit 

www.dasacademy.edu.sg

Information is correct as of January 2022. DAS Academy reserves the right to change these at any time without prior notice.
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6336 2555
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73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 Rex House
Singapore 229832
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