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DAS Training Service was launched in 
February 2004 with its first Dyslexia Support 
Course for parents and teachers. In March, 
the first in a series of workshops were 
conducted for parents and teachers.

On 19 February 2010, DAS Training Service 
was incorporated as DAS Academy Ltd as a 
full educational training service provider 
under the Council for Private Education with 
the aim to empower professionals and 
caregivers to support people with special 
educational needs achieve their full 
potential.

About
DAS Academy

If children with learning 
differences can’t learn the 

way we teach, let’s teach the 
way they learn. Together we 

can create many more 
success stories.  

“
”

June Siew
Head, DAS Academy
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DAS Academy Ltd

Formerly the training arm of the Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore (DAS), DAS 
Academy Ltd., is now a Private Education 
Institution (PEI) registered with the Council 
for Private Education (CPE) since 2010. As 
Singapore began to respond to the vision 
of an inclusive society in 2004, the desire 
to create an inclusive learning environment 
in schools grew, and the demand for 
special needs training subsequently 
followed. We responded by increasing the 
repertoire and depth of special needs 
courses we offered.

This move necessitated our registration 
with the CPE. DAS Academy currently 
specialises in training for teachers and 
professionals and empowers them to 
support children with specific learning 
differences (SpLD).

DAS Academy’s courses provide a 
multidisciplinary perspective of SpLDs, 
tapping into the perspectives and 
experiences of educational therapists, 
psychologists and speech therapists at the 
DAS. DAS Academy also draws on more 
than 25 years of DAS rich heritage of 
providing specialist dyslexia assessments 
and intervention to provide adult learners 
with an applied learning experience.

DAS Academy operates in this niche but 
captive market. DAS Academy is a key 
training provider for SpLD training in 
mainstream, international and special 
schools. Currently, DAS Academy offers 
a wide range of courses. Practical 
workshops and certificates provide 
quick strategies, specialist diplomas 
provide a comprehensive blend of theory 
and practice and academic postgraduate 
masters aim to transform seasoned 
practitioners into domain experts.

For a decade, DAS Academy has been 
tasked by the Ministry of Education to 
deliver the Diploma in Special Education 
(Dyslexia) to their Allied Educators. The 
Masters of Arts in Special Educational 
Needs (MA SEN), offered by DAS 
Academy, in collaboration with the 
University of South Wales is a platform 
for seasoned educators to develop 
themselves as domain experts in this 
sector.



Master of Arts in Special 
Educational Needs/ Additional 
Learning Needs (MA SEN/ALN)

The Master of Arts in Special Educational 
Needs/ Additional Learning Needs (MA 
SEN/ALN) takes on a block delivery format 
and has been designed to provide for the 
continuous professional, academic and 
personal development of participants who 
are drawn from a range of backgrounds 
which are related to the field of Education.

Course participants include teachers and 
leaders in schools, allied educators and 
parents and caregivers who work with 
children with a range of special 
educational needs (SEN).

Having its foundation in the professional 
and established SEN framework from the 
University of South Wales, the MA SEN/ 
ALN programme in Singapore is further 
supplemented with local perspectives and 
practices to ensure its relevance for the 
local context. This is a programme that 
brings together high quality 
evidence-based SEN practices from the 
East and the West.

The programme provides access to a 
coherent framework of professional 
development in the area of SEN and 
encourages the effective synthesis of 
theoretical and practical knowledge.

The intellectually rigorous context allows 
practitioners to progress to the next level 
of professional development by 
developing their skills of communication, 
analysis and research in the field of SEN at 
Master’s  level.

Specialist Diploma in Learning 
Support for Specific Learning 
Differences 

The Specialist Diploma in Learning 
Support for Specific Learning 
Differences (SpLD) replaces the 
Specialist Diploma in Specific Learning 
Differences (SpLD) which is being taught 
out.

This programme is designed by DAS 
Academy to meet the increasing 
demands for further and higher 
education, as well as upgrading of skills in 
the field of Special Educational Needs. 
The new programme format consists of 
two compulsory modules which includes 
e-learning, four elective modules for 
students to choose according to their 
areas of interest and deepen their 
specialisation, and one practicum for 
students to apply theory into practice.

This programme continues to provide an 
interactive and collaborative platform for 
learning, whereby students from diverse 
backgrounds and experiences enrich one 
another’s knowledge and practical skills 
as they go through the learning journey 
together. This programme allows 
students engage in their learning process 
through exploration, reflection and 
sharing of knowledge and experiences as 
individuals and in groups. 

For the award of the Specialist Diploma 
in Learning Support for SpLD, students 
must successfully complete the six 
taught modules and one 10-hour teaching 
practicum with a struggling learner under 
the supervision of an experienced 
lecturer of the DAS Academy faculty. 

About Our Programmes

This programme is registered as a 
full-time and part-time course with the 
Committee for Private Education, and 
students have a minimum of one year and 
a maximum of three years to complete.

The Specialist Diploma in Specific 
Learning Differences programme is 
currently undergoing teach-out phase.

Certificate Courses

DAS Academy currently offers 12 
certificates on various topics. These 
certificates can be done as bite-sized 
modules but are also stackable; credits 
earned can be accumulated to attain a 
Specialist Diploma in Learning Support 
for SpLD. 

Workshops

DAS Academy currently offers 14 
workshops on various topics. They are 
suitable for parents and educators who 
would like to equip themselves with 
basic Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
knowledge and practical teaching tips. 
DAS Academy also offers seven Educator 
Series workshops to provide teachers 
and allied educators with professional 
development opportunities in the area of 
SEN-friendly and inclusive teaching 
practices. 

Collaboration with SUSS

The collaboration between DAS 
Academy and the Singapore University of 
Social Sciences (SUSS) has resulted in 
new opportunities for dyslexia and 
special educational needs (SEN) training 

in Singapore. The Certificate in 
Understanding Dyslexia course is the 
only online dyslexia course offered by an 
organisation in Singapore. This online 
course was derived from DAS Academy’s 
rich, personal and extensive experience 
with dyslexia. It is fully contextualised for 
the local audience, who would be able to 
better relate to the content, the 
examples and personal sharing of the 
people with dyslexia shared in the video. 
At the same time, the online course has 
also opened up a whole new world of 
audience for us.

We are now able to spread dyslexia 
awareness beyond traditional classroom 
walls and beyond the shores of 
Singapore, helping even more individuals 
with dyslexia achieve their full potential 
through the support of professionals and 
family members attending the course. 
Through the meticulous and effective 
manement of the project by SUSS, 
coupled with structured guidance and 
professional advice, has resulted in the 
launch of our first e-course in very quick 
time.

Beyond being a project partner, SUSS is 
dedicated to the cause of dyslexia. The 
collaboration between DAS Academy 
and SUSS continues as we constantly 
refine the content of the course to meet 
the needs of an increasing audience. 

Funding

Through support from funding bodies, 
DAS Academy strives to make our 
courses more accessible to community 
partners and stakeholders who will 

benefit from SpLD training. With course 
objectives and outcomes aligned to the 
core competency roadmap outlined by 
Social Services Institute (SSI), three of our 
certificate courses have received 
support for funding.

The remaining nine certificate courses 
are eligible for Skillsfuture Credit use. 
Voluntary Welfare Organisations (VWOs) 
can benefit from our training by tapping 
on the VWO Charities Capability Fund 
(VCF). This enhances partnership 
between VWOs and creates a 
collaborative approach towards 
caregiving.

Subsequently, we converted all our 
certificate courses to be eligible for 
Skillsfuture Credit use so that more 
Singaporeans are able to benefit from our 
SpLD training regardless of backgrounds. 
At the same time, DAS has offered 
additional funding to DAS parents whose 
children are on bursary scheme to attend 
our training at highly affordable fees. This 
provided these parents with a new level 
of support and empowerment in 
supporting their children with SpLD.

Additionally, the Caregivers Training 
Grant (CTG) administered by the Agency 
of Integrated Care (AIC) has made our 
parent workshops more attainable for 
caregivers who need to build capabilities 
to better support their children with 
SpLD at home.

Quality Assurance

The programmes at the DAS Academy 
are registered with the CPE and come 
under the purview of four panellists in the 

Academic and Examination Board. The 
Academic Board and Examination Board 
convene three times a year to ensure 
adherence to high quality training 
services.

In addition, as a partner institution of the 
USW, the DAS Academy follows the 
delivery systems and processes at USW, 
with reference to Chapter B10 of the UK 
Quality Code: Managing Higher 
Education Provision with Others. USW’s 
systems and processes to protect 
academic integrity are in line with the 
QAA UK Quality Code for Higher 
Education. The University is also subject 
to periodic review by the Quality 
Assurance Agency, the most recent 
review being in 2015. The outcome of the 
review is that the panel is fully satisfied 
with the quality of partnership.

Every postgraduate course DAS 
Academy offers is subject to Annual 
Monitoring, the purpose of which is to:

• evaluate and improve course quality
• ensure the best possible student 
experience with the resource available
• identify and disseminate good practice
• build up information needed for the 
course review process and for external 
reviews and audits; encourage reflective 
practice among module and course 
tutors
• ensure appropriate action is taken to 
remedy any shortcomings and enhance 
provision.

Clear mention has to be made in course 
monitoring reports of any partner 
institution where the course is also 
delivered.
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Programme Numbers

There were a total of 37 programmes conducted for FY2019-2020 with a total of 721 
participants and students. These programmes included 14 Workshops, 12 Certificate 
courses, 8 Customised Trainings, the Specialist Diploma in SpLD, the Specialist Diploma in 
Edts and the Master Programme in Special Educational Needs/ Additional Learning Needs.

Programme Overview

Summary

Workshops
254 participants

Certificate Courses
130 participants

Customised Trainings
278 participants

Specialist Diploma in SpLD
24 participants

Specialist Diploma in Educational Therapy
21 participants

 

Master in Special Educational Needs
14 participants
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DAS Academy Graduation Ceremony 2019

The Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) Academy held its sixth Graduation 
Ceremony on 18 September 2019 at the MDIS Auditorium. A total of 67 graduates 
celebrated the completion of their learning journey in the masters, postgraduate 
diploma and specialist diploma programmes, an important milestone in their dedication 
to make an impact on the lives of the children with Special Educational Needs (SEN). 

The ceremony commemorated the graduation of four Master of Arts in Special 
Educational Needs, one Postgraduate Diploma in Special Educational Needs, 32 
Postgraduate Certificate in Special Educational Needs/Additional Learning Needs,
eight Specialist Diploma in Educational Therapy, 22 Specialist Diploma in Specific 
Learning Differences (SpLD) and eight Specialist Diploma in Educational Therapy.

With rising awareness in the field of SEN, the Academy saw an increase in the number of 
sign-ups for its programmes as more individuals pursue a higher education in SEN over 
the years. The 2019 DAS Academy cohort also registered one of the highest number of 
parent graduates in the Academy’s history.

Highlights



DAS Academy Graduation
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Financial Summary

Distribution of Expenditure

Sources of Income 

Staff Costs $547k (64%)

Course Expenditures $85k (10%)

Rental Expenses $164k (19%)

Depreciation of Plant and Equipment $8k (1%)

Publicity and Publications $3k (0.3%)

Other Operating Expenses $48k (6%)

Return of Grant to Parent $0 (0%)

Master of Arts in Special Educational Needs
$248k (28%)

Diploma Courses $244k (28%)

Certificate Courses $287k (33%)

Workshops $80k (9%)

Others $13k (1%)

Master of Arts in Special Educational Needs
$382k (41%)

Diploma Courses $177k (19%)

Certificate Courses $307k (33%)

Workshops $60k (6%)

Others $8k (1%)
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FY2018-2019
Expenditure

$919k

Staff Costs $546k (59%)

Course Expenditures $115k (12%)

Rental Expenses $164k (18%)

Depreciation of Plant and Equipment $9k (1%)

Publicity and Publications $9k (1%)

Other Operating Expenses $46k (5%)

Return of Grant to Parent $30k (3%)

The detailed finance statements is available at https://www.dasacademy.edu.sg/about-us/about/financial-report.


